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The Union of Mediterranean Architects (UMAR) during the General Assembly held in Malta on 28th 
November 2025 is very concerned on the ongoing situation in Gaza despite the recently 
announced ceasefire in Gaza after months of devastation to its urban habitat, its heritage sites, 
and infrastructure leading to the disproportionate debilitation and displacement of its civilian 
population, and the tragic loss of innocent lives. 

UMAR calls for the international community to now focus its efforts on a culturally, socially, and 
humanely sensitive reconstruction effort that respects the cultural identity, traditions, history, 
and aspirations of the Palestinian people. To achieve this aim, UMAR calls for an independent 
international assessment with the participation of UNHABITAT, UNESCO and UIA of the 
destruction inflicted on Gaza’s built environment, including housing, civic facilities, mobility 
networks, energy systems, and heritage sites.  

UMAR commits its professional expertise to assist in the assessment, technical guidance, and 
the development of a culturally grounded, community-centred reconstruction framework that 
protects the identity, memory, and architectural forms and materiality of the region. 

UMAR urges all architects, planners, and built-environment professionals worldwide to uphold 
their ethical obligation to refrain from participating in projects that contribute to forced 
displacement, settlement expansion, speculative development unrelated to the endemic 
population’s needs, or violations of international humanitarian law. 

UMAR further reaffirms its dedication to promoting dignified, safe, and sustainable living 
conditions for the people of Gaza, aligned with principles of environmental stewardship, cultural 
resilience, and social justice. 

 


